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totally unaware of this kind of spirit prevailing among the
Hindus. He took with him the best forces regardless of
their religion. But during the campaign he seems to have
perceived the lack of zeal on the part of the Rajput
soldiery. It is also quite probable that the Amlru'l-
Umara Samsamu'd-Daulah who was jealous of Nizamu'l-
Mulk and desired his expedition against the Marathas to
fail, intrigued with the Rajput chiefs through his friend
Raja Jai Singh, to create an awkward situation at the
time of the battle. He might have thought this would
tarnish the reputation of Nizamu'1-Mulk and discredit him
in the eyes of the Emperor. If only the expedition would
fail, his policy of conciliating the Marathas would become
an evidence of his political perspicacity.

Being superior in numbers, the Marathas surrounded
and sorely straitened the supplies of the Imperial army,
which was totally cut off from the contingents of Safdar
Jang who had been left behind to guard the rear. Malhar
Rao Holkar fell upon the army of Safdar Jang, defeated
and compelled him to retire. The latter was thus prevented
from coming to the succour of the beleaguered camp of
Nizamu'1-Mulk. At the suggestion of Baji Rao, his
brother Chimnajl Appa had already taken up post'on tfie
Tapti in order to prevent any help from Nasir Jang com-
ing to his father's rescue. He had engaged the Governor
of Khandesh, Nasiru'd-Daulah (Salabat Jang) in hosti-
lities in the Deccan.1 Thus Nizamu'1-Mulk was cut off
from all possible reinforcements.Further delay would have
created greater complications in view of the disloyalty of
the Rajput and Bundela chiefs, who never had their heart
in the conflict.

He, therefore, decided to make a retreat as resistance
would not have benefited him in any way. In fact, by His
sagacity he warded off a crushing defeat and turned his
weak position to as good an account as was possible in

1 Badiqatu'l-'Alatn, vol. II, p. 147.